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As your service provider, Bay Cities Refuse understands the critical role our 
service provides in relation to maintaining a safe and healthy community.

Commercial Recycling Reminders
In this issue, we are focusing on the different 
Recycling laws and collection requirements 
that affect your business, specifically related 
to Restaurant Recycling and Organics Bins.
Assembly Bill 827 (AB 827) became effective 
in July 2020, we hope your business is in 
compliance. There essentially two parts to this 
mandate which effects businesses covered 
by the mandatory commercial, recycling and 
organics laws.

Food service establishments must be 
providing customers with easily accessible 
disposal containers (front of house) for three types of materials, food 
scraps, recyclables, and trash generated from products purchased and 
consumed on the premises.

Full-service restaurants are not required to provide customers with 
bins in front of house. However, must provide properly labeled bins 
(in back of house) next to trash bins for employees to separate all 
material and provide proper training. Bins must be visible properly 
labeled with signage and serviced correctly. Meaning organics must 
be composted and recyclables must be recycled.

Keep in mind that monitoring and site inspections are part of the 
enforcement requirement for this mandate. Bay Cities Refuse wants to 
make sure your business has everything it needs to be successful. On 
request, our team can provide a waste assessment of your collection 
service. We offer signage, educational resources and containers at no 
additional cost.  

SB 1383 Container Inspections 
 

As required by California State Recycling 
Law, SB 1383, your recycling, trash, and 
compost containers will be monitored 
for contamination. Bay Cities Staff will be 
visiting businesses and multifamily properties 
throughout the year and may spend several 
minutes inspecting your containers. Please 

refer to our recycling guidelines on our website to make sure you are 
sorting your waste properly. 

Curious about what items are considered “contamination” for your 
recycling, organics, and trash containers? Refer to the recycling 
guidelines sheet on the reverse. Does your business need signage, 
labels or containers? Contact our office for assistance.
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CARTÓN

CARDBOARDCardboard MUST be broken down and flattened and placed in the BLUE bin

El cartón debe romperse y aplanarse y colocarse en el contenedor azul

Excess cardboard must be tied 
or taped and placed in BLUE bin
El exceso de cartón debe amarrarse o 

pegarse y colocarse en el contenedor azul

LANDFILL 
GARBAGE

BASURERO / BASURA

2022

Soiled PaperPapel Sucio

ORGANICORGÁNICO

Plants
Plantas

Food ScrapsRestos de Comida
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Clean Paper
Papel Limpio

RECICLAR

Plastic & Glass Bottles

Botellas de plástico y vidrio

Metal
Metal

RECYCLE
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What happens to Food Waste 
placed in the GREEN bin? 

(updated from January 2023 newsletter)

After collection, your material is 
taken to the Organics Processing 
Facility located in West Contra 
Costa County (which is operated by 
Republic Services). There begins a 
process using an innovative Covered 
Aerated Static Pile (CASP) System.  
Material is off loaded, screened to 
remove contaminants, then ground. 
The process involves placing the 
material in bunkers and covered with 
a bio-filter to insulate and retain heat 
evenly.  A piping system underneath 
the compost bunkers insures adequate 
aeration and proper oxygen reaches 
the material.  Monitoring to insure 
proper temperatures are reached 
and moisture is applied throughout 
this process. After this, material is 
removed, screened again and placed 
in curing piles to mature. The entire 
process can be in excess of 60 days. 
This system works to minimize the 
environmental impacts of processing 
food and yard waste. Benefits include 
maintaining optimal pile conditions 
during the process, capturing and 
reducing greenhouse emissions and 
minimize odors. The result is a soil 
amendment product called super 
compost, which consists of 100% 
recycled organic materials and 100% 
natural product with no additives or 
chemicals. Republic Service’s Super 
Compost participates in the US 
Composting Council testing assurance 
program, is approved for organic 
farming by the Organic Materials 
Review Institute (OMRI) and is certified 
by the California Department of Food 
and Agriculture for organic input 
material. 



✓ 	 Organics waste cart/dumpster for food waste and landscaping 
collection.

✓ 	 Recycling cart/dumpster for your bottled plastics, glass, paper, 
cardboard, and metal materials.

✓ 	 Trash cart/dumpster that adequately fits all single-use plastics and 
trash material. No material should be lying on the ground or be 
piled above the cart lid.

✓ 	 Waste assessment with our team.
✓ 	 Bay Cities is happy to schedule a site visit of your business or 

facility to strategically place interior collection containers and 
right-size your waste collection services.

✓ 	 Waste training. We can help train your staff to properly sort your 
waste material and answer any waste-related questions.

✓ 	 Interior collection containers, posters, and stickers, to encourage 
your staff and customers to properly sort their materials.

Recycling Superstar Checklist
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Make sure your business is doing 
everything it can to be compliant 
with new state recycling laws and 
sustainability trends.
 
This checklist will keep your 
business on track using the latest 
recycling resources and best 
practices. 
 
If your business is missing 
anything on the list, please reach 
out to the Bay Cities Refuse team 
at 415-332-3646 or  
info@baycitiesrefuse.com.


