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As your service provider, Bay Cities Refuse understands the critical role our
service provides in relation to maintaining a safe and healthy community,

Don’t let Your Food Scraps become Trash. 
Put it in the Green Bin.
IT’S EASY! Wrap food in newspaper, paper bags or BPI-Certified 
compostable bags. Customers can call or email Bay Cities Refuse for a 
free Kitchen Pail for food scraps.

Is it really ALL food scraps?
Green cart material is processed at a commercial composting facility 
and is made into a nutrient-rich moisture-retaining soil amendment – 
compost! The faster commercial processing allows for all food scraps, 
so it’s a bit different than your traditional backyard composting.  

Yes, ALL food scraps can go in your green organics bin.
Here are some food scraps you might not have thought of:

•	 Meat, fish and bones
•	 Eggshells
•	 Cooked, frozen and spoiled food
•	 Plate scrapings
•	 To-go food and leftovers
•	 Fruit pits
•	 Coffee grounds, paper tea bags, tea leaves
•	 Dairy

Helpful tips about food-soiled paper
Not all coated food grade paper materials are compostable. It is very rare to 
find wax coated materials these days. If you can rip or tear the material and 
see fibers it may be compostable and placed in the GREEN bin (if unsoiled 
recycle in the BLUE bin).  

Materials that are plastic coated do not break down during the 
composting process, and are a contaminant in the green cart. Please 
put plastic coated materials in the GRAY landfill bin, including cartons 
with plastic lids and spouts. 

The following is a sample of paper materials that can be composted in 
your green organics bin:

•	 Pizza boxes
•	 Paper plates
•	 Uncoated, fiborous/ 

textured to-go paper food 
containers

•	 Paper napkins
•	 Paper towels
•	 Paper egg cartons
•	 Wood utensils and chop 

sticks (including ones 
made of bamboo)

•	 Paper coffee filters and 
paper tea bags (remove 
staples)

Is Your Business 
in Compliance?

California state law mandates that businesses 
must properly sort trash, recycling, and 
organics/food scraps. We understand that 
adapting to these regulations and sorting 
materials correctly can be challenging. That’s 
why Bay Cities Refuse is here to help!

We offer training, resources, and guidance 
to ensure your business stays compliant and 
informed about any changes to your waste 
management services.

As part of statewide monitoring, CalRecycle 
conducts audits in each jurisdiction. On behalf 
of the City of Sausalito, Bay Cities Refuse is 
required to perform site visits and inspections 
to confirm that businesses are:
•	 Properly separating and disposing of 

organic waste.
•	 Recovering edible food, where 

applicable.
•	 Complying with state requirements 

to reduce methane emissions from 
landfills.

These inspections are a vital part of California’s 
organic waste diversion goals. Please note: 
Contamination fees may apply if carts or 
containers are found to contain improperly 
sorted materials during routine servicing. 
Proper sorting helps avoid these fees and 
supports our environment!

For additional help and resources, please 
check the flip side of this newsletter. We invite 
you to attend Sausalito Food Vendor & 
Composting Workshop, February 11 to learn 
more about staying in compliance.
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