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Highest and Best Use: A Smarter Way to Think About Waste

Best for the Recycle Bin
Recycling allows materials like paper, glass, plastic, and metal
to be reused again and again—conserving natural resources

Waste isn't just something to get rid of—it's a resource.

The concept of “Highest and Best Use” encourages us to
handle materials in ways that reduce environmental impact
and support sustainability. That means reducing and reusing
first, then recycling and composting—so we keep valuable
resources in use and out of landfills.

By taking small steps every day—Ilike reusing containers,
composting food scraps and soiled paper, and recycling
clean materials—we can make a big difference. Here's how to
put this zero waste mindset into action:

Best for the Compost Bin
© 7P | Composting organic waste keeps
= it out of landfills and helps turn it
into nutrient-rich soil. Your green
compost cart is the best place
for food scraps and food-soiled

paper—but only if it's free from

plastic and other contaminants.
Compost These:

e Meat, fish, poultry, bones

o Dairy products (like yogurt and cheese)

o Fruit and vegetable trimmings

o Bread, pasta, eggshells, coffee grounds

o Non-shiny food-soiled paper: pizza boxes, ‘

napkins, coffee filters, paper towels, paper plates
» Moldy or spoiled food

Never Compost: e Liquids
 Plastic of any kind o Petwaste
o Plastic-coated paper e Metal cans and glass

e Food stickers

What to Do With Food Containers

o Scrape leftover food into your compost bin.

» Rinse and recycle empty containers in the blue cart.

 Plastic produce bags aren’t recyclable at home, but many
stores accept them for drop-off recycling.

Not sure where something goes? Check our website
BayCitiesRefuse.com or ZeroWasteMarin.org.

. To avoid contaminating your
organic or recyling cart its better
to toss something questionble

. into the trash.

and reducing pollution.

Focus on the Top 5 (Residue-Free & Empty):

Paper - office paper, newspaper, magazines
Cardboard - corrugated and paperboard
boxes

Plastic — bottles, jugs, and tubs
Glass - bottles and jars

Metal — aluminum, tin, and steel cans |-

Important: Keep plastic bags and wraps out of your recycling
bin—they jam sorting equipment.

Final Reminder: Organics
Can Be Recycled or Composted

Clean paper goes in the blue
recycling cart to be made into new
products.

Food-soiled paper belongs in the
green compost cart to become
compost.

By sorting waste correctly, you help close the loop and protect
our environment—one bin at a time.

SAUSALITO’S GENERAL CLEANUP

Friday, May 16th
Pick-up is on your regular day

e Please place material in front of your home by 6:00am
(Place curbside nearest to the center of your property).

e WAIT THERE IS A LIMIT: 2 Cubic Yard per Household
(equal to fourteen (14) 32-gal plastic bags) Place all
general waste in plastic bags or boxes or cans.

NO LOOSE ITEMS!

e | arger items SUCH as furniture, mattress’ etc. CAN be
collected but may require an additional fee if over the
limit. Please call our office ahead of collection day with
questions and/or to schedule, 415-332-3646.

e NO Hazardous waste, rocks, dirt, cement, wood, ashes,
heavy metal, paint, green-waste or similar material will
be collected.

* Any items that may damage the packing mechanism of
the trucks will not be collected.




Catie’s Corner Want Some of Your Food Waste

Looking forward to a vibrant spring? We may not all Back—In a Good Way?

have a green thumb, but we can all help improve the
health of Marin’s gardens and farms. Compost is nature’s
way of recycling and gives our old food scraps and yard
debris new life by transforming them into a nutrient-rich soil
additive. This not only helps reduce the amount of waste going
into our landfills, but creates a circular system where the food that
once fed us can support new plants in our gardens and farms!

WHY COMPOST?
Composting does so much more than improve your soil and grow
healthier plants — it also has a significant positive impact on the

environment! Composting is a simple, daily action that helps us As part of our commitment to sustainability,
fight landfill greenhouse gas emissions and turns our food scraps we transport collected food scraps,
into a valuable resource for Marin County. food-soiled paper, and yard trimmings to

a local composting facility, where they're
transformed into nutrient-rich compost.
Now, you can take home some of the
finished product!

Here are some tips to get started with at-home composting:

« Ensure you have compost service at your residence. All homes
and apartment complexes are required to have compost
service. If you do not, consider reaching out to Bay Cities
Refuse or apartment management team to get this service

added to your residence. Compost Pickup Dates:

Ongoing|!

« Get a kitchen countertop container.
Having a small green pail or
container on the counter makes
composting simple — just toss in food
scraps while cooking. You can also
keep a small container in the freezer
to avoid any “ick factor”, and then
empty directly into your curbside
green bin.

Location:
MLK, 610 Coloma Street

Bring your own containers, bags,
or cans for transport.

« Consider setting up a backyard Help close the [oop!

composting system. If you have extra outdoor space,

backyard composting is a rewarding way to produce your own Come pick up
compost at home. Explore the different methods, from low- your compost and
maintenance compost bins to hands-on systems, to find the support a greener
one that suits your needs. Learn more here: community!
https://zerowastemarin.org/composting-in-marin/
Looking for Things To Do and Be Green Too?
Redwood Landfill Customer Got E-Waste? Repair Fairs:
Appreciation Day Marin Civic Center E-Waste Collection Have and old item to be repaired?
Saturday, May 10, 8 am — 3 pm Event Check out the Saturday repair fair
Bay Cities is customer of Saturday, May 17 schedule.
Redwood Landfill so Sausalito is too! 9am-2pm
No Hazardous Waste or House San Rafael: May 31, 1 - 4pm
* See equipment working. Appliances Fairfax: June 28, 1 - 4pm
* Learn to keep Landfills green. Marin City: August 16, 1 —4pm
® Meet the the Falconer (Bird Guy). More info: San Anselmo: September 13, 1 — 4pm
e Compost giveaway, and free hotdogs! www.ccnorthbay.org/events/
recycling-specifics/ More info: www.reusealliance.org




