New Year. New Laws

California’s SB 1053, signed into law
by Governor Gavin Newsom, aims to
eliminate plastic bags at store checkouts
and promote the use of recycled paper
bags starting January 1, 2026.

Key Provisions of SB 1053

1. Ban on Plastic Bags: The bill prohibits
the distribution of most plastic carryout
bags at grocery store checkouts, closing a
loophole that allowed thicker plastic bags
to be used despite previous bans.

2. Recycled Paper Bags: Starting
January 1, 2026, stores will be allowed to
offer recycled paper bags for a minimum
charge of 10 cents per bag. By January
1, 2028, these bags must contain at least
50% postconsumer recycled materials.

3. Consumer Impact: Consumers will

no longer be asked if they want paper or
plastic at checkout; instead, they will be
asked if they need a paper bag if they
haven't brought their own reusable bags.

4. Environmental Goals: The legislation
aims to reduce plastic pollution in
California, addressing the environmental
concerns associated with single-use
plastic bags and encouraging the use of
reusable bags.
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Marin County’s Reusable Foodware Ordinance

The County of Marin's Resuable Foodware Ordinance aims to reduce
the amount of single-use plastics in our waste streams, storm drains,
creeks, and Bay. This ordinance applies to all entities selling prepared
food to the public including restaurants, grocery stores and delis,
bakeries, carry-out, quick services, farmers markets, food trucks, and
any other business with a health permit.

Key features:
« All takeout disposable foodware must be natural fiber compostable
(no bio-plastics).

« Takeout foodware (e.g. plates, bowls, cups, trays) must be certified
by the Biodegradable Products Institute (BPI).

« Reusable foodware and utensils must be used if a customer is dining
in at a restaurant. Single use foodware is for takeout customers only.

o Takeout foodware accessories (e.g., utensils, straws, stirrers,
condiment cups, tray liners, etc.) must be natural-fiber compostable
and only available “upon request” or at a takeout station.

« All food vendors must charge 25-cent fee for each disposable cup
(compliant or not).

* Garbage, Recycling, and Organics bin must be in front (for
customers) and back of house (for employees) with graphic-rich
signage.

Free technical assistance in transitioning to reusables and/or compliant
materials email foodware@marincounty.org or call 415-473-6907
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reusable foodware and utensils
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All take-out foodware [plates, containers,
cups, utensils, straws) must be natural-
fiber compostable or all-alumnimum,
and only available upen request. An
itemized charge of $0.25 will be added
for disposable cups.

Plastic and plastic-lined paper
[ iners are b d. Man
paper containers are lined with thin
plastic film and cannot be recycled
or composted. Bio-plastics labeled as
"compostable” are NOT allowed.

For more information on the ordinance visit the County of Marin
Environmental Health Department’s website at https://tinyurl.com/537mdrnh



SB1383 Enforcement Has Begun
s Your Business Ready For [nhspection?

RECYCLE

ORGANICO VERTEDERO

Over the years Bay Cities Refuse has used this newsletter to
educate residents and businesses about the new state recycling
and composting laws in California aimed at helping reach waste
diversion goals, keep valuable resources out of landfills and
reduce harmful Green House Gas emissions.
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Many people are unaware that landfills are the third largest source ": S "Ie
of human-caused methane in the U.S. - a potent heat-trapping l n w |
gas that contributes to climate change. And organic material like =

food scraps, soiled paper and yard trimmings which can easily
be composted make up nearly half of what Californians dump in
landfills.

Questions? Contact US!
(415) 332-3646 or
www.BayCitiesRefuse.com

Per California Senate Bill (SB 1383) “Short-lived Climate Pollutants” — all residents must now properly sort materials
into three streams: Recycling, Organics and Garbage. Bay Cities Refuse has provided three-stream containers, signage,
educational outreach, and trainings to help our residents understand ways to reduce waste and properly sort discards.

With enforcement now in effect, our goal is to help customers avoid a Notice of Violation (NOV) that could result
in fines of $50 for a first violation and up to $500 for a third or subsequent violation. If you have questions or need
assistance, please visit our website at www.BayCitiesRefuse.com or call us at 415-332-3646.
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Clean Paper
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For more info contact Bay Cities Refuse 415-332-3646 or www.BayCitiesRefuse.com



